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SUBJ: MEASURES TO TIGHTEN GON CONTROL OF PRESS 

1. AN AMENDMENT TO THE PRESS AND PUBLICATION ACT OF 1962 
DESIGNED TO TIGHTEN GOVERNMENT PRESS CONTROLS 

WAS ENACTED BY THE RASHTRIYA PANCHAYAT AUGUST. BARRING UNUSUAL 
DEVELOPMENTS, THE AMENDMENT SHOULD RECEIVE THE KING'S SIGNATURE 
SOON.TAKING EFFECT SHORTLY THEREAFTER. THE NEW MEASURE, 
ACCORDING TO SPARSE PRESS INFORMATION AND KNOWLEDGEABLE 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, WILL SPECIFICALLY PROHIBIT CRITICISM 
OF THE KING, PANCHAYAT SYSTEM, NEPALESE FOREIGN POLICY, 

FOREIGN AMBASSADORS RESIDENT IN NEPAL,AND NEPALESE DIPLOMATS 
POSTED ABROAD. IN ADDITION, THE PRESS WILL BE FORBIDDEN 
TO RECEIVE MONEY FROM ANY FOREIGN GOVERNMENT OR INTERNATIONAL 
AGENCY AND MUST SUBMIT ARTICLES ON CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS 
IN ADVANCE TO GOVERNMENT CENSORS. TO ENFORCE THESE 
REGULATIONS THE GOVERNMENT WILL SET UP A SPECIAL TRIBUNAL 
TO PASS JUDGMENT ON ALLEGED VIOLATIONS. NO COURT APPEAL 
OF THE TRIBUNAL S DECISIONS WILL BE POSSIBLE AND THE 
PUNISHMENT FOR VIOLATIONS WILL BE SEVERE. FIRST OFFENDERS 
CAN BE FINED UP TO NC5.000 (APPROXIMATELY $500) AND LOSE 
THEIR LICENSE TO PUBLISH FOR AN UNSPECIFIED PERIOD. A 
SECOND OFFENSE WILL BAR THE INDIVIDUAL FOR LIFE FROM 
PUBLISHING HIS VIEWS OR BEING ASSOCIATED WITH THE NEWSPAPER 
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PUBLICATIONS WHICH DO NOT DISPLEASE THE GOVERNMENT. 

2. SOME REPORTS HAVE IT THAT THE GOVERNMENT PLANS TO USE 
THE NEW LAW INITIALLY TO CLOSE DOWN THE PRO-SOVIET 
PUBLICATIONS SAMIKSHA WEEKLY AND THE COMMONER, AS WELL AS 
THE PRO-CHINESE MATRIBHUMI WEEKLY AND THE PRO INDIAN 
DAINIK NEPAL AND NEPAL TIMES. 

3. COMMENT: IN GON EYES, THE NEW PRESS LAW, WHEN AVAILABLE 
IN FINAL FORM, WILL HELP DIMINISH TWO PROBLEMS WHICH HAVE 
CONFRONTED THE PALACE, NAMELY, PUBLIC CRITICISM OF THE 
FUNDAMENTAL TENETS OF THE PANCHAYAT SYSTEM, PARTICULARLY 
NOTABLE FOLLOWING FORMATION OF THE CONSITUTIONAL REFORM 
COMMISSION, AND THE PUBLIC INFIGHTING THAT HAS GONE ON AMONG 
PRO-SOVIET, PRO-CHINESE AND PRO-INDIAN NEWS PUBLICATIONS 

TO THE EMBARRASSMENT OF THE GOVERNMENT. EMBASSY WILL 
PROVIDE FURTHER ANALYSUS WHEN FINAL TEXT RECEIVED. CARGO 
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